
Zainap Gasheva: I wanted to thank everybody and tell you that I am very happy to be here, I 
wanted also to thank you for inviting me. My name is Zainap Gasheva. I have listened to the 
women who have spoken until now and I was under the impression that they were talking about my 
life. Ten years ago I spoke for the first time in this hall and I believe I an going to repeat the things I 
said then, regarding the UN reform and the situation in Chechnya: I still believe that many of you 
don’t know what the situation in Chechnya is, or even where this country is situated. Chechnya is 
part of Europe and there the war has been going on for 11 years, always for different reasons, 
once it was the bar against the bandits, once the war against the separatists, always under 
different banners and regardless of who was in government. I think that some international 
institutions really do something, but I also believe there is an agreement so that the situation in 
Chechnya continues. I am against all form of terrorism, both collective and individual, and the one 
that you can witness in Chechnya is State sponsored terrorism. The every day life reality today is 
one of violence, abductions, rape, torture that’s every day life reality. This violence continues even 
today, and people live in a continuous state of terror, especially the mothers; a friend of mine lost 
her 11 year old child few weeks ago: they had imprisoned him, and he was then found dead, 
tortured. And this is only one of the many cases. There are women that will go looking for their 
children and often they find them dead, abused and tortured. How can a mother think of life, of 
looking for food, of the basic things, if she lives in this continued state of terror? Only to give you 
some figures, right now of a population of 700’000, more than 200’00 are orphaned children, 
19’000 are disabled, 180’000 are refugees. In Chechnya there is no access for foreign journalist, 
so that it is impossible to report on what is happening. I only wanted to tell you how the basic 
human rights are not respected and there is continuous violation of Human Rights. I hope that we 
can unite and fight together not only for Chechnya but for all the countries that are in the same 
situation. 
 


