
Teresina Da Silva: Thank you Mister Chairperson.  
In the last two days we have been discuss these important issues, like war, terrorism, trade and how 
these relates to justice and human rights. This assembly also is embarking to band the poverty. And 
what is the poverty? The title of our section today is “Against the poverty: how can we wish do 
that?”. The poverty has many meanings, many dimensions.  
Let me to tell you in one minute in Mozambique what are our shipment and what are our pledges to 
United Nations, Governments and Civil Society and Governments. In 2003 it was establish an 
observatory of poverty, comprised by Government, Ministries, Civil Society –as observers- and 
donors, to monitor all the activities and programmes by the government in terms of shipment. In 
2004, after our struggle, the Civil Society was part, was integrated as a member of these observatory 
of poverty. And because we did the pilot-studies around the country, and we proposed the 
Government new definition of poverty; we proposed the government new areas of concern and then 
we proposed the ways and methodologies of working and combating poverty, and also new 
indicators for programmes against poverty. Last month, we signed as Forum Mujeres, with many 
NGOs, a petition, organized by African Millennium UN Summit Working Group, to pledge all the 
African Governments to take into account the Declaration and resolutions of Millennium Goals. 
And we say that after five years, we are in serious dangerous in terms of failing even these minimum 
targets for Millennium Development Goals.  
According our experience as Civil Society, we pledge the United Nations some recommendations: 
the first one is to establish International Court of Debt: is an initiative by a Brazilian scientist and 
we think that it’s important to have an International Court of Debt to taken studies by independent 
experts and also to access the so called “legitim debt”, and also to have a citizens audit for debt, in 
terms of to have more informations on what it means in our local environment and local realities. 
And also it still to United Nations make accountable to all the members States how do they fulfil 
the Millennium Development Goals Declaration. And also, the last recommendation to United 
Nations is to ask the Government if they ratify all the conventions and resolutions related to rights: 
the right for food, the labour rights, the sexual and reproductive rights. To the Governments we put 
some recommendations: to sign and ratify all the conventions also related to rights; To African 
Governments to ratify the Optional Protocol on the Right of women of the African Charter (there 
are only a couple of African Governments that signed that; is the protocol against all the harmful 
practice against women). Talking about women, we think that… we know that poverty has a 
feminine face; it means that we can’t stop and stand without having a gender perspective in all 
policies, in all resolutions, in all implementation areas and even in the indicators. We ask also to the 
rich countries’ Governments, please, for debt cancellation. I can’t have time to go through out to 
this, but not forcing African countries for free economies, even if it means more poverty and the 
rights of the peoples, the rights of the farmers. And also the Civil society: we have so roles in our 
“local”, in our countries: not only to ask to the outside actors, but also internally, we have to press 
our governments to ratify all these conventions, all the resolutions against torture, on the right for 
food, on sexual and reproductive rights and so on. We have to expand our network and alliances as 
we do here, it’s very important to strength, to give us, as nationality, as countries, as citizens… give 
us selfstime, and to have the strength to fight and also even in small scale, to have innovative 
initiative like in this morning I heard on the Grammin Bank and how the ramming Bank in the micro-
credit scale they can reach millions peoples. So I have no time, I’m in the and now, saying that I 
believe that we can reach that, if everybody in our country, in our world, together we can go ahead. 
Thank you.   
 


