
Sergio Scaramal: Good morning to everyone. I must confess that I feel embarrassed, and that this 
embarrassment come from this morning’s speakers. I wanted to thank all the women who spoke 
today, all those friends, because you have made me suffer, you have hit me in the stomach… To 
me, as a regional councillor, and before a local councillor, that for many years have come to Assisi. 
I believed that I had fulfilled my duty, that I had fulfilled it well. I thought I had concretely done 
something ro fight poverty, this morning I found out that I hadn’t done much, and I thank you for 
telling me that more had to be done, that we have to give politics the true role to set the people at 
the centre, the single people, their problems. Today that we have politicians that are more 
interested in polls, in the image of their leader, a leader who forgets how those he is suppose to 
govern live. Therefore I believe that the Local Authorities, municipalities, provinces and regions 
while waiting for the WTO or the World Bank to change, those macro-systems, I believe we can 
build the true People’s UN, a democracy from below. We need to rebuild our local networks, and 
we need to do it now that the ties between communities and places seem to weaken, and 
paradoxically to close upon themselves. I think, that the role of the local authorities and of our 
policies have to be focused on peace policies, on building a democracy from below, on creating 
open and inclusive communities: our goal is to fight localisms, and to do that we have thought in 
Biella, to create a local Peace Roundtable, to promote and sustain a place where people can come 
and meet, discuss and strategise. A place where  three important sectors of our communities, civil 
society organisations, schools and municipalities could come together around the values of 
Nonviolence, freedom, justice and democracy. A working space for a future based on the dialogue 
between people, for the cooperation, for the peaceful resolution of conflicts, for the respect of the 
balance between men and environment, for the respect of article 11 of the Italian Constitution. But 
we believe that the next goal in local politics should be that of being able to build strong 
relationships abroad, have their own foreign policy, maybe even of a intervention capcity that would 
be based on the principles of decentralised cooperation. We have tried, when we converted the 
humanitarian intervention in Sri Lanka, from a necessary relief effort to a project of relationship 
building, peace building with the intent of looking beyond the immediate relief effort, starting a 4 
year rebuilding of the social network project, because it was not only the infrastructures that 
needed to be rebuilt or repaired. We worked in two villages: Mawella, in the Sri Lankan area and 
Kalapaddu, in the are controlled by the Tamil militia. In a country, Sri Lanka, torn apart by a 20 year 
long civil war, we wanted to avoid that our project only increased the tensions. Therefore we chose, 
to help both villages with a joint programme, this was a strong sign that we wanted to tie our with 
our development project with the promotion of a culture of dialogue and of peace, trough a kind of 
triangulation, in which the local community of Biella and within it the large Tamil community that 
has lived in the area for years, could hold a mediator and facilitator role. This lead to, during the 
July mission led by our president, the signing by the three sides of a protocol; something that in our 
opinion was a fundamental step, towards the building of a province that would be based on the 
values of peace, justice, reconciliation and solidarity. In one word a province that feels a 
responsibility for the world around it and that together with you, will fight every day for a more just 
world. 
 


