
Rabia Abdelkrim: I will speak in French; My name is Rabia Abdelkrim. I live and work in Senegal, 
which is my adoptive country and the one which has a special place in my heart, my commitment 
too African women was born a long time ago in Algeria where I am from. Today I am really happy 
to say that When I saw the programme I felt I really wanted to talk during this session and my 
intention was to speak in a peaceful way of the alternatives that we can propose to everyone, and 
there are many. I wanted to speak peacefully and tell  you that women every day are creating 
solutions even in extreme situations, but before I speak on this subject I wanted to tell you all that I 
am tired, I am tired of hearing all these things, and I won’t listen to them anymore. Women, 
certainly African women, after five century of slavery, after the first world march of women that 
many of us have forgotten, finally today people acknowledge that the women invented, that women 
create, that women allowed the continent to march on, despite all. 
The clothes I wear today are made of cotton from Mali, it is an activity where woman have an 
autonomy, because they are able to treat the products, and they can without leaving the house 
send her kids to school and avoid hunger, and what happens now? Everybody knows,: I don’t need 
to tell you. Dot already told you all about that. Therefore I don’t want to talk about the poverty, yes, 
we know it exists, for example a country like Algeria that has oil reserves… you know what they 
do? With the neoliberalism structural adjustment policies? It produces poverty every day. Every 
day they are billions of it. And we are told there are solutions, we are told that Africa is walking … 
Yes, some are alienated, to launder money… they say they don’t know from where it comes and 
which multinational from which the elites would take advantage of; so after my anger, I also want to 
say that we can do concrete things here and now ourselves. What you ask? First of all do a mental 
revolution, stop our world market thinking and stop calling the poor “poor” : the poor are robbed, 
women are raped of their capacity and we have to say that we are fed up with the predation 
economy. It is not possible to reform it, it is non reformable, it has proven to us that it will not stop, 
it can survive only if it destroys lives. So second point, very easy too: instead of faking that we are 
looking for solutions to fight against poverty, mobilise entire parliaments, mobilise presidents, it is a 
shame for humanity today, those programs that try to mobilise presidents. We want policies that 
produce richness, but in another way we also want them to be based on the ideas of women 
because they have invented the solutions to which no one can give a name, because it is the 
economy of life, because no one can measure it,  because it is not compatible. So instead of 
inventing whatever, please, please all of you, let’s make that u-turn, let’s inspire ourselves with 
these practices, let’s inspire ourselves with this intelligences. Let’s give the Nobel prize for 
economy, which has never been awarded to a woman, to the multitude of women of the economy 
of life, of the every day solidarity economy, those who allow us despite the economic war created 
by the Bretton Woods institutions, and their allies our elites or our government, that tell us that 
there is a democracy which in truth is nothing more than an awful electocracy, that cheat, that lie to 
please the masters of the world; we are not considered. Dot said that we don’t want the World 
Bank, the WMF, but we won’t wait until they close. So right now let’s admit there is another way to 
conceive economy, and this other way is based on the women that are the producers, against the 
predation economy, against the virile economy, but let’s do it now!  
I am talking from the heart, from the side of peace, from the side of the social movements, drom 
the side of the World Social Forum… where from the inside we are changing the system with for 
example the fair trade system that is transforming the North-South relationships. And to those 
friends that are part of those networks, please, listen to the women from the South who are 
inventing solutions instead of imposing models. This reflection also regards politicians from the 
north be inspired by the women of Senegal, of Sri Lanka of Brasil, those who live in the outskirts. 
We have a lt and we can do a lot, immediately but it requires an enormous effort, because we have 



to abandon those schemes. We women are tired of being housewives, repairwomen for the 
stupidities the people of Bretton Woods and the Tony Blairs commit. And they come and tell us 
they are going to save Africa. We know we are tired of that, we don’t want help, we produces 
richness and we want them to return to us 
 


