
Katia Belillo Dear mister Chairman, I will try to stay within the time limits, I won0t be easy but I will 
try. I have carefully listened to what you have said during this seminar. We have by now 
understood that the end of the cold war didn’t translate in the triumph of world democracy, or In the 
universal respect of Human Rights. The strong neoliberal system of those last fifteen years, which 
asks the markets to open themselves, so that the new empire of the Capital can conquest sectors 
that were considered of strategical importance for national economies: I am thinking of the 
communications sector, the energy sector (oil, natural gas), the transport sector (aerial, maritime), 
the agroindustrial sector and even the water resources sector. We need to say that, sadly, in 
Europe and in the world the Social Democratic parties have deceived themselves thinking they 
could control the market and those strategical sectors, while what really happened is that the 
control was taken from the Public and given to the Privates, for the sake of the globalisation the 
market wanted and because of the rules of the market. We then notice that the civilisation of rights 
is menaced and the rhetoric use the liberalist make of freedom makes it look like we should defend 
the free world by making it less free. Think of the laws on immigration that have been passed in the 
European Countries and of the disgraceful one passed by the Italian Rightwinged government : we 
think we can save our western civilisation undermining the principles of freedom it possesses, just 
to make something incredible credible, and that is that you can defend freedom in the world with 
military occupation. But the people have understood the absurdity of preemptive war. It’s illegality 
but most of all it’s immense immorality because not only does preemptive war tear apart 
international law, empty the definition of the word democracy, but also it simply means to 
completely cancel rights. Preemptive war hide another great  shame, the war on Iraq was started 
because it was a war that is part of a system of which people can see the results in their everyday 
lives. Certainly a billion people today uses 80%of the world’s resources and there the others are 
left to fight over the remaining 20%. Here we have talked about how this happens, what the 
mechanisms are. But this is a tremendous injustice, that results in suffering but more than that in 
death. This is the true world war, the one that people fight everyday; even before the war on Iraq, 
there is a terrible ongoing war, the war against the poor people, against the majority of the people 
living today. Every year between 30 and 40 million people die of diseases that are less dangerous 
than  a cold. The World Bank says, and you can certainly not say that the World Bank is a 
communist entity, that with 13 billion dollars we could guarantee nutrition and health aid to the 
whole world for a year. And the US alone spent 500 billion just for the war on Iraq since it’s start. 
You see there might be something wrong with the math. This system that allows few people to live 
off the work of many that are forced to live in atrocious conditions, this is a system where we 
squander energy, resources and do many things that harm our ecosystem. Because the leaders of 
the world focus not on people or on the environment but only and exclusively on their interests: 
they don’t want democracy, they want oligarchy. If this is all true we cannot wait for the 
governments to fail on the MDG and we are the ones talking about this after our government has 
as always promised much and given absolutely nothing – Shame on you! We need clear 
commitments to give International Cooperation and decentralised Cooperation a new strength. The 
people know that liberalism is against the culture of legality and democracy and therefore they 
want to contrast the idea of liberty that the oligarchies have, what the people want is a true 
redistribution of freedom starting from resources. The people know that we need new democratic 
international institutions. During the last years we have witnessed the international alienation of the 
UN as a peace organizing system, which goal is to maintain a world order based on the rule of law 
and social justice, on the principles of the equality of states. But this system cannot possibly work 
together with the emerging model of a single super power.  This is why the G8 was created, a club 
for the most powerful, that in an absolutely illegitimate manner discusses of the problems of the 



planet and influences, if not out right superseding the UN. Dear friends and comrades after 
September 11th that increased the world disorder, we strongly feel the need to fight for another 
world, based on the principles of universalist humanism, on the equality of rights, on social justice, 
on a participatory process. Good willed men and women, the people have understood this and I 
trust that together with you we will reach our goal and resist, and at the end this world ill be more 
human and free. 
 


