
Josè Adriano Ukwatchali: The fight against poverty has ended and the poor people lost”, I hope 
that the words of this writer will not repeat themselves. I am moved by the words of our friend from 
Senegal and all that preceded her. Being a catholic priest that works with children that have been 
child soldiers, poverty makes me think of a struggle, therefore we cannot continue to say beautiful 
things at this conference. Even this Peoples’ UN if it doesn’t take these matters seriously e doesn’t 
really fight but only says “ we are fighting but in the end it will be the poor people who will lose this 
battle” it is better if we leave straight away. Because one thing is sure, I come from a very poor 
community in Angola, and after thirty years of war a true work conscience is emerging, but even 
today there are children who have killed, children who have seen people get killed, because they 
even sometimes have been forced to kill their own parents. I have met some of them, within my 
community there are children who have killed their closest relatives. Do you see the consequences 
today? They wake up with nightmares, because now that the war has ended, they still bear the 
wounds of this war and we will still need 30, 40 or 50 years to lessen the trauma of those kids. It is 
a big piece of work. And therefore the poverty I witness every day, has a lot to do with the 
education of these children: we are trying with the “Progetto di Inserimento Socio-infantile” to do 
something, but our strength  is so weak, because governments don’t support us, our government 
doesn’t support us and no one else does. We want to make this our bet for our whole life, for my 
life as a priest, but also for the whole of our community. 
For example for every 1000 children that are born, 300 die; 3 out of 10. Angola is a country with 
one of the highest mortality rates in the world. There are children that have to walk 7-8 Km to go to 
school because there are no schools in the place he lives in. This a fight we have to take, if we 
really don’t  focus on the children, the future of the whole of humanity will be weakened and I don’t 
think we can imagine what will happen if we don’t seriously focus on our children. That is why I am 
here to launch a fight against poverty starting from children, women because those are the ones 
that suffer the most. 
 


