
Giampiero Griffo: 600 million people in the world are disabled and among the poor people they 
are the poorest: disable people live in Malawi, Angola, Uganda, Thailand, and Afghanistan, Iraq 
and they do not have access to the wealth because they have no access to the world. They are 
invisible citizens: most of the times a disabled person is poor because he is disabled and because 
it is the society itself that makes him disabled and therefore poverty and disability are tightly bound. 
Within the Millennium Development Goals we are the most discriminated because only 2% of 
children with disabilities have access to primary education. 98% of the disabled population in the 
poor countries has no access to any kind of rehabilitative or social service. Regarding the infant 
mortality rate if the average is 20% for people with disabilities it is 80%Therefore we ask that within 
the MDGs, and therefore we have established a campaign, priority be given to this invisible 
population, because if the people that are discriminated are the poor, the poorest among the poor 
are people living with disabilities. Therefore we ask that this priority be clearly stated in the final 
document and that the International agencies propose a theory of inclusive development in which 
disabled people wouldn’t be the last people, not to leave the burden to immigrants or women 
because disabled people are immigrants and are women, and thy live double or even triple 
discriminations. Therefore tomorrow at the peace march, we will lead the cortege in Bastia Umbra, 
because the poorest people of the world are the true protagonists of the fight against poverty. 
“nothing on us without us” is the slogan that we present the UN with, when we discuss about the 
International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with 
Disabilities. This is the same slogan for our participation so that all over the world poor people 
become the protagonists of a battle for inclusive development and foe the defence of all the 
diversities. Therefore we ask all of you to think that if the poorest people are leading the cortege we 
can hope that truly poverty can be reduced. 
 


