
Elisabeth Eilor: Thank you very much, Mister Chairman. I would like to thank previous speakers, 
for really given us a good opening and start for this particular session. What I’m going to present is 
mainly to show you what we are bring in Africa to respond to the situation that has been 
highlighted. I come from a Network of Women’s organizations that were borne from a religious 
organization called All-African Council of Churches. And that we realized that there was a need to 
bring women to the centre of discussions of issues around poverty. When we started working 
around issues of poverty, we realized that when you come to a meeting like this, you can count the 
number of women from Africa who are able to speak and articulate their issues; we also realized that 
even at the country levels the women’s organizations were mainly looking at services delivery and 
not looking at the issues that attaching the hearth of the problems that they are living with on a 
daily bases. And yet, when we talk about poverty, the woman in Africa is very, very conversant 
with these issues, lives with these issues, borne in it, and she is the very person who can tell you 
that this is the best way to address my condition. And yet when it comes to the decisions table, the 
woman was not on the table. So, the African Women’s Economic Policies Network took it upon 
itself as responsibility to try to build the capacity of the Women themselves, to talk about issues 
that affect them on the daily bases. We say we must domesticate economics and woman in their 
household in Africa, is the one which fans the family, that provides food everyday for their family, 
and that assure that the children go to school.  She does the budget for the family, so why are we 
not bringing to the table to make decisions for ourselves, to make decisions that actually will affect 
or improve situation? In our working and discussions with women in Africa, the issue around HIV-
AIDS became very central, because the woman in Africa has met this terrible animal HIV-AIDS on a 
daily bases. When she wakes up in the morning, she is told somebody next has died and therefore 
she must provide water, firewood, she must go in and prepare for the burial. Children are there: the 
next day, 10 children will be brought to this family and as an extended family and she has to look at 
them. The other concern was the decisions that our governments are making, were not cognizant of 
the problems that women and men were affecting in their greasewoods. However what is important 
and what has been important for our governments is lead accounting to the WTO, the accounting to 
the IMF and the WB and their accounting to the partnership from the developed countries and 
leaving the poor people to fare for themselves. We deal for said, we have to do something about this 
in terms of mobilizing the masses, and mobilizing the masses has lead us in to embracing the current 
Global Call for Action Against Poverty, and in mobilization therefore we are talking about the 
issues around the WTO and also educating the masses, to be able to call for governments to be 
accountable. Trade liberalization, as you heard, has created a lot of problems especially with the 
peasants: the peasants have been gone out of their land, because you cannot compete we the 
cheaper commodities that are coming from developed countries. At the same time, we are told the 
services have to be privatized; we are talking about universal primary education but we have use of 
hiss in educations; we are talking about health services, even in the situation of the HIV-AIDS, and 
we are saying let the families look at the HIV-AIDS victims. What by them are you giving to the 
household? How much time can this woman, can this man, devote to looking after at the family and 
be able to do an income generating activity, that can enable this family to go out of poverty? The 
WTO is saying you must go into opening up of the procurement of our government services. What 
that it means? It means that we should allow the international multinational organizations to come 
and provide services, at their profit. It means the little income generating activities that my mother 
and I could be able to do at the grassroots is not able to compete with these multinationals 
organizations. It means that the water that we were used to getting free of charge from the wells, 
from the rivers is now in the international organizations, who said we are going to provide you the 
best service: at the cost! And this has meant rampant diarrhoea, rampant cholera, and people dieing 



without it been accounted for. For us the tsunami is happening everyday in Africa. For us, what 
happens in Darfur is a daily issue. What is happening in Somalia is know to all of us, but nobody 
would want to see that as a critical issue, when we talk about poverty in Africa. The concern that 
we have in Africa is dignity: where is this dignity we are talking about, if we are not providing that 
dignity, by ensuring that the trade regulation that we have a positive in terms of supporting the 
trade in Africa, providing Africa with the market to be able to market its services and its goods? 
What are we talking about when our governments are daily dependents on the WB and the IMF? 
When the conditionalities that come with these loans means these countries will perpetually looking 
at subsidising the share oldest of the WB and IMF. So, for us in Africa, what we are saying is that 
we need to get together; we need to mobilize our people, to call for accountability of our 
governments, so that we do not our governments coming and selling our lives to the WB and IMF 
and also in the WTO regulation that will perpetually leave Africa in poverty. And therefore, our call 
for this meeting is that we need to stand together, we need to stand together and challenge the 
situation. Africa alone will not be able to solve these problems, even if we say “Leave Africa” it will 
a spill over, already spill over I think, we all know what has happen. We are therefore calling a point 
our governments, not only to be accountable, but also challenge the situation and insist in debt 
cancellation for all African countries and all the poor countries. Why? Because most of these money 
has been paid already, ten times or more. We are saying you cannot privatize the very services that 
brought the developed countries where they are today. We must say not privatization. We must say 
not liberalization. And of course a lot of wisdom has been presented in terms of the solution of the 
problems of poverty in Africa… but all this is in paper, in very high sounding documents, like the 
Blair Commission Paper, the NEPAD. But the reality is that this is not happening on the ground. 
We have just having a beautiful document, beautiful speeches, when the women and the children and 
the men in Africa are leaving trough poverty in a daily bases. So my petition and call to this meeting 
is “let’s stand together”, and I would like to suggest we all stand up and say “we are united, to 
stand against poverty, we are united to deal with poverty in Africa, we are united to call an end to 
the liberalization of our economies, to bring the end to the liberalization and privatization of our 
services”. And therefore I call to you to kindly joint me in singing a simple song that I learnt some 
few years ago, that united we stand and divide we shall fall; can we say “We shall overcome, We 
shall overcome, We shall overcome someday, oh deep in my hearth, I do believe, We shall overcome 
someday”. United we stand, divided we shall fall. Thank you. 
 


